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Summary 

Euophrys aperta Miller, 1971 was found to be identical 
with Talavera thorelli (Kulczynski, 1891) and is therefore 
considered a junior synonym. The second record of this 
species in Slovakia is presented. 

Introduction 

Euophrys aperta Miller, 1971 was described from a 
single male found in limestone grassland on a hill near 
Turcianske Teplice (Slovakia). The validity of this 
species has been discussed for more than 20 years 
(Proszynski, 1976; Thaler, 1981). Unfortunately, the 
holotype of E. aperta is not present in Miller’s collection 
deposited in the National Museum in Prague and may 
be lost. Therefore we can recognise this species only 
from Miller’s figure of the male palp and his short 
description: “embolus resembles a cat’s claw; legs 
yellowish brown, spotted darkly; carapace brunneous 
with a black border, 1.0 mm long; head dark brown” 
(Miller, 1971: 140, fig. XX/19). In the current paper E. 
aperta is considered to be a junior synonym of Talavera 
thorelli (Kulczynski, 1891), based on new material found 
in Slovakia. 

Talavera thorelli (Kulczynski, 1891) (Figs. 1—5) 

Euophrys thorelli Kulczynski in Chyzer & Kulczynski, 1891: 44, fig. 
II/4. 

E. thorelli'. Tullgren, 1944: 39, fig. 56; Proszynski, 1976: 6, fig. 15/145; 
Thaler, 1981: 124, figs. 60, 68, 69; Heimer & Nentwig, 1991: 
500, figs. 1339. 1—4; Logunov, 1992: 76, fig. 18; Logunov, Cutler 
& Marusik, 1993: 121, fig. 18; Snazell, 1995: 40, figs. l^t. 

E. aperta Miller, 1971: 140, fig. XX/19. Syn. n. 

Male: The male specimens found in Novaky 
(Slovakia) are identical in the shape of the palpus to E. 
aperta (Figs. 1, 2). However, they also fit in all important 
characters the description of T. thorelli. Apparent differ¬ 
ences in the shape of the embolus are caused by the angle 
from which it is viewed and may be explained as follows: 
the embolus of T. thorelli usually appears dorsally 
hooked at the apical end only in lateral or retrolateral 
view (e.g. Thaler, 1981: fig. 69); in ventral view it looks 
straight (e.g. Thaler, 1981: fig. 68); sometimes, as in Fig. 
2 and in the figures given by Snazell (1995: fig. 1) and 
Miller (1971: fig. XX/19), the embolus is turned aside so 
that its hook points in a dorso-mesal direction. The 
embolus therefore may look hooked in ventral as well as 
in lateral view. 

Female : The epigyne (Fig. 3) of the recently collected 
specimens is identical with that of T. thorelli (e.g. 
Logunov et al., 1993: fig. 18D). There is a distinct 


atrium anterior to the spermathecae. However, the 
shape of the anterior ridge of this atrium is variable 
(Figs. 3-4), whereas the vulva shows much less variation 
(Fig. 5). 

Material examined'. Three specimens were taken in 
pitfall traps on a mining tip in the district of Novaky 
(Slovakia). They were collected on the following dates: 
1(? (25 April-11 June 1990), 1? (14 July-9 August 1990), 
1? (18 September-11 October 1990). A further 2$ and 
1$ were taken on 22 May 1996 by hand collecting from 
grass in the sunshine. 

Distribution: Talavera thorelli (Kulczynski, 1891) is 
thought to be part of the Caspian zoogeographical 
element (De Lattin, 1967). So far it has been found on a 
few occasions in Hungary (Chyzer & Kulczynski, 
1891), Turkestan — Ssemiretschje (Charitonov, 1936), 
Scandinavia (e.g. Palmgren, 1972), Poland (Proszynski 
& Star^ga, 1971), Germany (Wunderlich, 1974), Austria 
(Thaler, 1981), Czech Republic (Majkus, 1988), 
Kyrghyzstan (Logunov et al., 1993) and in England 
(Snazell, 1995). 

Remarks: This comparison of E. aperta Miller, 1971 
with specimens of T. thorelli (Kulczynski, 1891) shows 
that the two species are identical. The latter name has 
priority, therefore E. aperta Miller, 1971 becomes a 
junior synonym. 

The figures of E. aperta in Heimer & Nentwig (1991: 
figs. 1338. 1-4) are not identical with Miller’s state¬ 
ments. The shape of the embolus is different, and the 
female was unknown to Miller. This description may 
therefore refer rather to T. inopinata Wunderlich, 1993 
than to “E. aperta” . The record of E. aperta in Belgium 
(Vanuytven, 1995) may therefore be considered 
doubtful. 



Figs. 1-5: Talavera thorelli (Kulczynski, 1891). 1 Right male palp, 
ventral view; 2 Ditto, prolateral view; 3 Epigyne; 4 An¬ 
terior edge of atrium; 5 Vulva. Scale lines=0.1 mm. 
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